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B 9TOM OTHOIIEHHMH MOJIE3HO CHETAT
SICHOE Pa3JINYUe MEKIY TIOHSITHEM O
KaK 00 omoenvHom
OIIHOPOTHOM @eujeciee, H 0 HeM XKe, KaK O BeujeCmeeHHou yacmu

WU 37iemennt© CII0XKHBIX BEIECTB.

Source:

Mendeleev’s OCHOBBI XHUMHH
[Principles of Chemistry]
1947[1869], page 15 in the
pdf of the Preface.

In that respect it is useful to make clear the
difference between the concept of a
as separate homogeneous substance and e material part
of complex substances [compounds].
This is a reference translation kindly
provided by Valery Tsimmerman.
For argument’s sake, let’s say this one
is our ‘gold standard’ against which
to judge the three translations below.

Orthography notes for the
Russian text: All italics are
original. The word sewecmee
unitalicized is BemecTBe
‘substance’ or ‘matter’.
sewecmeeHHol yacmu
unitalicized is BemecTBeHHOM
yacTu ‘substantial part’ or
‘material part’.

anemenme unitalicized is
anemeHTe ‘element’.

It is useful in this sense to make a clear
distinction between the conception of an
as a separate homogeneous substance

and as a material but invisible part

[------—--- ] of a compound.

—Kamensky tr., 1891. Extracted from a longer

Discrepancies:

1. ‘simple body’is rendered as
‘element’;

2. ‘invisible’ is commentary,
not translation;

3. ‘element’ is absent where
actually needed; this is
represented by ‘[---------- 1.

excerpt that appears in Scerri 2007, p. 115.

[Mendeleev emphasizes forcefully

the difference] zwischen dem Begriffe des@infachen Korpers
als eines einzelnen homogenen Stoffes und als des sinnlich

nicht wahrnehmbaren stofflichen Bestandteiles
| ] eines zusammengesetzten Korpers.

—Jawein and Thillot tr., 1891, Mendelejeft,
Grundlagen der Chemie, p. 27. This is cited in

In lieu of Kamensky’s
‘invisible’, here we find
sinnlich nicht wahrnehmbaren
(‘not perceptible to the
senses’). Again this is
commentary not translation,
and again it leaves the reader
in the dark regarding the most
important word, ‘element’.

Paneth 1931, p. 121, with minor spelling variatigns.
[Mendeleev emphasizes forcefully

the difference] between the concept of a
as a single homogenous substance and

as a material constituent, not perceptible to the senses,
| ] of a composite body.

—Paneth, 2003[1962], p. 133; see also pp. 143147 and 144n56.

This is Heinz Paneth’s
English for the German text
above. The translation appears
faithful, which is to say, it
further disseminates any
defects of the Jawein/Thillot
version.
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